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.earing these words, and she graciously thanked the
indly monster for her tenderness and courtesy.

Meanwhile the Monkey army had met and utterly
outed the forces of Ravana, and the leaders were
ven now at the gates of Lanka. Then Sugriva
tood forth and warned the people of the place that
he hour of judgment had come for Ravana, whose
:areer of injustice, oppression, and cruelty was now
jnded. But he offered mercy to the inhabitants if
he princess were at once sent out to Rama with all
lue courtesy and respect.

The courtiers of Ravana laughed scornfully.
6 We shall see if blows be as easy as words to Rama,"
;aid the Rakshasa, " this precious prince whose
xiends are Monkeys."

Then the fighting began again. Armed with
;rees which they had torn up by the roots, the
followers of Sugriva advanced upon the four walls
)f the city, Rama, Lakshmana, and Sugriva choosing
:o attack the northern gate unaided. The battle
:ontinued throughout the day. Night fell, but the
stars refused to shine upon a scene so terrible and
30 strange. The sounds of drums and trumpets
blended with the fierce growlings of the fighters, and
the two princes moved among them in a godlike
radiance which surrounded their forms and served
to act as a kind of strange armour, protecting them
from the arrows of their foes while it singled them
out in the darkness and offered what appeared to be
an easy mark for the archers. This supernatural
protection roused the anger of their foes, and one of